Rose medallions grace the pillars of the bridge that carries 
Route 46 eastbound over Route 21 in Clifton. 


Driving on the recently opened 
final link of the Route 21 Freeway 
from Passaic to Clifton in Passaic 
County, motorists are surrounded 
by historic elements subtly 
blended into the landscape. 

For example, the rose 
medallions on the bridges signify 
one fact in the local heritage: 19th 
century horticulturist Scotto Nash 
cultivated hybrid tea roses on _ 
the grounds of his Clifton 4 
property. 

“We continued the 
theme by establishing 
a rose garden in Nash 
Park in Clifton and 
turning it over to the 
Clifton Garden Club,’ 
Project Manager Steve Manera 
said. “The plans for the park were 
in the making before the project 
actually began.” 

When the project began 19 
years ago, NJDOT wanted history 
preserved aesthetically in the 
landscape. Three key people on 
the initial Environmental 
Enhancements Committee (which 
predated the Route 21 design) 
were Dave Byers, Lauralee 
Rappleye-Marsett and Gary 


Toth. Other members of the 
committee were Charles Henry, 
Debbie Hirt, Tom Johnson, John 
Molé, Dave Sichik and Thor Sypko. 

“We reviewed the landscape plans 
for the area,” said Byers. “This 
included Nash Park where we 
continued the area theme by planning 
a garden with the roses Nash 
developed and surrounding them with 
_ other flowers natural to the area.” 
2 Manera echoed Byers. “We 
attempted to carry local 
4 history throughout the 
project, whether we were 
building a wall or an 
overpass,” he said. “We 

bought the Dundee Canal 
property and built the road over 
portions of the canal. We wanted to 
minimize harm to this historic canal, 
so we filled in the center and put pipes 
underneath the roadway. The canal 
runs along the side of the highway, so 
you can easily see the ponds of water 
just where they were when the original 
canal was there.” 

Rich Laube, who was project 
manager in the late ‘80s and early 
“90s, presented the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statements to 
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Elizabeth viaduct construction embraces entire neighborhood 


Reconstruction of the 1929 Elizabeth 
River viaduct bridge on Routes 1 & 9 
in the Hetfield Avenue-East Grand Street 
section of Elizabeth from its original 55 
foot width to a new 108 foot width is a 
massive undertaking. The project includes 
design, construction, acquisitions — and 
people. 

“Two major roles are intermingled,” 
said Chris Manz, Project Manager, “the 
community and the project itself.” 

“The existing historic viaduct will 
be razed: our goal is to design an 
aesthetically pleasing replacement 
acceptable to the community,” he said. 

“We've hired an architect to develop 
aesthetic enhancements in addition to 
incorporating historical elements into the 
new structure - options such as portals 
at the entrance to the bridge, parapet and 
girder treatments,’ Manz said. “We’re 
working with Elizabeth Council members 
and will meet with community groups for 


their input.” 

Because the area is densely populated 
and the improvements require the 
relocation of a number of people, the 
Region Central Right of Way Office plays 
a key role. 

They are helping to 
relocate 92 people and to 
purchase 11 businesses, 20 
multiple family dwellings, a 
motel with permanent 
residents and a boarding 
house. 

“We wanted a temporary 
office convenient to residents 
so we could assist them one 
on one,” said Project 
Supervisor Debbie Camlet of 
Region Central. One was 
found at 8-10 North Spring 
Street, directly in the project’s 
path, with hours on Tuesday 
from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and 


NJDOT transl 


speaking resid 


on Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
All affected residents are within walking 
distance of the office. 

“This location gives neighborhood 


residents a place to come and discuss 
Continued on page 4 


ator Luis Galarza (left) listens as Sr. Right of 


Way Negotiator James Duffy explains the relocation process. 
Galarza will explain these procedures to the Spanish- 


ents of an Elizabeth neighborhood. 


NJDOT?’s Jim Britton and Rich Crockett celebrate their victorious ‘“‘polar 
bear” plunge to benefit the Special Olympics. The Police Benevolent 
Association sponsored the February 24 event. 


Record info management has week 


Emilie Himm, Maria Jacobi and 
Girmachew Tessema of Records and 
Information Management (RIM) know 
how important the proper management 
of hard copy files and electronic records 
is to an organization. 

From April 1-7, during National 
Records and Information Management 
Week (NRIMW), they will place posters 
in NJDOT and MVS lobbies 
announcing the special week. 
Then they’ll give 105 special 
people NRIMW pins. 


changing.” 


“One of the most important aspects 
of the program is the recognition of the 
RLOs (Records Liaison Officers) who 
act as the contact between their office 
and RIM,” said Himm. “Their function 
is to make RIM aware of any changes 
in the management of information of 
their unit because they have the most 
information about what their unit is 


RLOs represent many 
positions and are assigned by 
need rather than size. They 
include CIO/Director Ron 
Stewart of Information 
Technology and Principal 
4) Clerk Linda Barber of 
Procurement. Motor Vehicle 
| Services has 24 RLOs.” 

Chief of the Bureau of 
Records Management, 
Division of Archives & 
Records Management, 
Department of State 
Albin Wagner will speak 
at a special one-half day 

workshop for the RLOs 
at the state facility in 
Ewing on March 29. 

For information 

about the program or 
RLO training call 
| (609) 530-2071. 


Wall to wall people at the beach can be frustrating in 
the summer when you’re trying to cool off on a 90 degree 
day. For Jim Britton and Rich Crockett, 9,000 spectators 
and beach goers on a winter day when the temperature is 41 
degrees was a challenge they had to meet. They received cash 
for their efforts. 

Basically, their family, friends and co-workers donated 
funds to ensure Britton and Crockett would take the plunge 
into the icy Atlantic waters off Jenkinson’s Pier in Pt. Pleasant 
to benefit the Special Olympics. 

Crockett described the event. “For the record, there’s no 
sensation quite like hitting 39 degree water. The brain wants 
to know just what you think you’re doing. Sheer momentum 
carried us the rest of the way to total immersion. Then as 
quickly as possible we got out.” 

The good news is the duo earned $600 toward the event 
that topped $1 million for the Special Olympics goal. And, 
they warmed up at the ‘after-plunge’ party at Jenkinson’s. 
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Transporters, please notify 
Tesa Danaso at (609) 530 


Central Region crews keep roadway safe 


D When the February 5 snow 
yi storm hit the I-78 area of 
Jugtown Mountain with a 
vengeance and caused a major 
. traffic jam from tractor trailer 
accidents, Region Central crews 
337, 336 and 319 were on the scene. 
“They had to literally free the 
vehicles stuck on the uphill side of the 
mountain one tractor-trailer or motor 
vehicle at a time with hand shovels and 
by maneuvering large equipment into 
place,” said John A. Walz, Director 


of Region Central. “Meanwhile, others 
cleared snow as room became 
available.” 

Walz singled out for special 
recognition Crew 337 Supervisor Bob 
Vargo, Crew 336 Supervisor Ray 
Farley, Crew 336 Assistant Supervisor 
Rich Stangle, Crew 336 Equipment 
Operators Jack Beatty and Brian 
McQuaid, Crew 336 Truck Driver Joe 
Schock, C&M Technician-Permits Phil 
Jones and Crew 319 Maintenance 
Worker I Dave Thomas. 


j Thanks for sick leave 


Engineering Technician 3 Don 


/ Paric of Pavement Management 

} returned to work February 5 with 

\ thanks and praise for all the employees 
| who donated sick leave on his behalf. 


“{ greatly appreciate this gesture, 


| especially because I was out so long, 

| since October 23,” said Paric. “I wish 

1 I could thank each person individually, 

1 but I know they have to remain 
anonymous.” 


_ Assistant Commissioner Jack 
_ Lettiere of Capital Investment and 
_ Coordination recently announced the 
appointment of James Snyder as 
Director of the new Division of 
ermodal Coordination. Snyder will 
velop a strategy to reduce traffic 
: congestion, balance mode usage, 
_ promote smart growth and make 
: transportation investments work for the 
region. 
-__ Reporting to Snyder are William 
_ Mangan, who will manage the Bureau 


Staff moves 


of Intermodal Coordination - Finance 

to explore financial resources such as 
public/private partnerships, and Robert 
DiBartolo, who will manage the Bureau 
of Intermodal Coordination - 
Implementation to develop and fulfill a 
project plan for the efficient movement 
of freight. 

Director Robert D. Goslin of the 
Division of Local Government Services 
and Economic Development announced 
the appointment of Vincent Masciandaro 
as Manager of the new Bureau of 


Obituaries 


Economic Development and Local 
Support to provide support services to 
the four regions. 

Local Government Services Joseph 
Jagniatkowski will move from Project 
Engineer in Newark to Manager of the 
Mt. Arlington office. 

Executive Director Chet Lyszcezek of 
Regional Operations North announced 
that Jeff Callahan has moved from 
Regional Operations South to Manager 
1, Construction and Maintenance 
Engineering in Region North. 
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Managers build 
team skills 


Dr. Thomas DeCoster of Indiana University and 
Management Development, Inc., works with 
Bob McLaughlin, Jeff Callahan, Daria Gerard 
and Steve Mikulak. The recent five-day session 
for 32 managers was the second group trained. 
Two other groups will be scheduled this fall. 
DeCoster presented working principles and 
conducted team-building exercises and 
situational role playing. Teams of eight worked 
on conflict management, performance 
development, management styles, change 
management, team/group communication and 
time management. DeCoster’s colleague Stuart 
Shepley focused on team building exercises. 
DeCoster and Shepley also train AASHTO and 
NASTO leaders. 


Snow fell outside, but inside at the 
New Jersey Flower and Patio Show in 
Somerset on February 22, the Adopt-A- 
Highway display drew in the crowds. 

“We handed out nearly 2,000 
informational fliers, car litter bags and 
the Millennium edition of the New Jersey 
road map,” said Clint Griggs, who heads 
the program. 


NJDOTers pick winners in February 


Thanks to judges Cora Sue 
Santopietro and Patrick Vannozzi, 
the winners chosen in the 2001 “My 
Dream to Fly” Aviation Art Contest on 
February 21 will head to Washington 
D.C. to participate in the National 
Award Contest. From there, the winners 
in three age categories are sent 
to compete in the International Art 
Contest, according to Division of 
Aeronautics & Freight Linda Zajac, 
contest administrator. 

Winners in the Age 14-17 category 
were Kelly Campbell of Glen Ridge 
High School, Glen Ridge, first place; 
and Kesjmar Washington and Jennifer 
Vega of Rosa Parks High School 
in Paterson, second and third places, 
respectively. 

Winners in the Age 10-13 category 
were Maria Tuchinsky of Village 
Elementary School in Middletown, 
first place; Ryan Czepiel of Anthiel 
Elementary School. in Ewing, second 


“We brought home many names and 
organizations for potential participation in 
the Adopt-A-Highway Program. It was our 
best event in terms of public response since 
we began the program in 1991, in spite of 
the snow.” 

Lew Branin, Jack Naiman, Cindy 
Bloom, David Earl, George Caruso, Dave 
Kook and Eric Griggs staffed the booth. 
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their rights and benefits, and us an 
office to conduct real estate parcel 
negotiations with owners,” said 
Camlet.* “Since a large number of 
local residents speak Spanish, we’ve 
hired a translation service and also 
use a translator from our linguistic 
pool. We work in teams on 
paperwork, surveys, relocations and 
translations.” 

In addition to Camlet, the Right 
of Way team members under the 
direction of Jack Mikusa, District 
Manager in Region Central and Team 
Leader Michael Celentana include 
Tom Crawford, Jim Darrar, Julio 
Davila, Jim Duffy, Al Edwards, 
Wallace Foster, Luis Galarza, Dave 
Kook, Hector Rodriguez and 
Delores Salley. 


*New addition 


Right of Way Project Supervisor 
Debbi Camlet and husband Russell 
welcomed their first child, Joseph Michael 
on March 10. The little Camlet weighed 
in at 6 lbs., 7 ozs. Camlet completed the 
interview for the front page Right of Way 
story in the afternoon on March 8. 


place; and Hi Li of Kisthardt Elementary 
School in Trenton, third place. 

In the Age 6-9 category winners 
were Maggie Morgan of Waretown 
Elementary School, Waretown, first 
place; John Denney of Glendora 
Elementary School in Glendora, 
second place; and James Evan 
Woods of Warren Sooy Jr. 
Elementary School in 
Hammonton, third place. 

The New Jersey Division of 
Aeronautics, the National 
Aeronautics Association, the 
National Association of State 
Aviation Officials, the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and 
Federal Aviation 
Administration and the 
Federation Aeronautique 
International sponsored 
the annual contest. 


Gutshaw, ‘It’s not just showing up’ 


Citing her almost three decades of 
work in the fields of public policy 
and transportation, the Women’s 
Transportation Seminar of Greater New 
York (WTS-GNY) honored NJDOT Chief 
of Staff Laurie Gutshaw as its “Woman 
of the Year.” 

Gutshaw received the award at the 
WTS “Woman’s History Month” program 
Transportation Expo at the Newark Club 
on March 21. 

The theme of the program, “Your 
career . . . It’s not just showing up,” 
mirrors Gutshaw’s career. Committed to 
support minorities and women, Gutshaw 
has served as a mentor to those in 
junior positions. She was introduced by 
Commissioner James Weinstein. Many 
NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT staff members 
also attented. 

As Chief of Staff, Gutshaw’s 
responsibilities include the Department’s 
internal day-to-day operations as well 
as communications among the state’s 
transportation agencies and the 


Lyszczek answers 


Pre schooler Paige Epler gets a hands-on 
lesson in snow removal from Region North’s 
Executive Director of Operations, Director 


Chester Lyszczek at Mt. Arlington. 


health, careers and education. 


of the observance. 


NJDOT observes Women’s History Month ; 


NJDOT marked Women’s History Month at Headquarters and MVS 
facilities by providing an array of informational: materials about women’ AS) hee 


“This month is essential to recognize the role of women in history, polities, 
entertainment, the family and all ey did, 2 said Nancy Ciaruffoli, Organizer 


Commissioner. She directs the Senior 
Leadership Team and chairs the Policy 
and Priorities Committee that sets 
direction for the Department. 

Selected to attend the 2000 class 
of Leadership APTA, a nationwide 
competitive program for promising 
leaders in the transportation industry, 
Gutshaw’s outstanding candidacy 
during this program is affirmed by her 
selection to join the Leadership APTA 
Task Force for the period of 2000-2002. 

The Chief of Staff has held several 
senior management positions. These 
include Executive Assistant to the 
Commissioner and Deputy Director of 
the Office of Programming and 
Monitoring at NJDOT and Supervising 
Project Manager of Facilities 
Development at NJ TRANSIT. 

In good company, Gutshaw joined 
previous honorees such as Shirley 
DeLibero (while at NJ TRANSIT) and 
Barbara Richardson (while at 
AMTRAK). DeLibero headed 


young customer 


Fascinated by plow trucks 
clearing her street after the February 
15 snowfall, four-year-old Paige 
Epler of Chester asked her mother 
how snow is removed. Her mother 
called NJDOT’s North Region. 

Paige got her answer from the 
highest authority, North Region’s 
Executive Director of Operations 
Chester Lyszczek. 

“T arranged for them to come to 
Mt. Arlington and told Paige how we 
use the weather forecasts to alert us 
if snow is predicted,” said Lyszczek. 
He also gave her a sample of the salt 
used to spread on the road, pictures of 
a spreader truck and front-end loader 
and showed her the satellite radar 
unit. 

Paige left with a Winter Road-E-O 
hat, an NJDOT water bottle and other 
souvenirs for her next show and tell. 


i) 


Chief of Staff 
Laurie Gutshaw 
was recognized 
at the January 
WTS-GNY 
meeting. 


NJ TRANSIT 
and Richardson 
was formerly 
NJDOT Director of 
Communications. 

WTS chapters annually present the 
Woman of the Year Award to an 
outstanding individual who is a leader 
in transportation and has made an 
outstanding contribution to the 
transportation industry; who has directly 
contributed to the advancement of 
women and minorities through programs 
or opportunities in the transportation 
field; and who has advanced the 
reputation and credibility of women in 
transportation. 


New Jersey 

Department of Transportation 
PO Box 600 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 
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the people who lived in the nearby 
neighborhoods for their input. He 
recalled years of outreach and 
discussions in English and Spanish to 
reach consensus. 

“Sometimes the neighborhoods, the 
officials and groups like the Passaic 
River Coalition did not share the same 
views — on riverfront use, for 
example,” he said. “We listened to 
members of the clergy, school 
principals, Beth Israel hospital staff, 
public housing administrators — they 
all impacted the way this project looks 
today.” 

“We adjusted off-street parking, 
parks — and even the sight level in 
front of one of the many churches in the 
impacted area,” Laube said. 

First Tom Johnson and later Debbi 
Hirt in Community Relations invited 
residents to many meetings during their 
tenures on the project. Hirt recalled 
issues with the Parks and Recreation 
group on playground equipment and the 
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Lakeview Avenue Civic Association on 


the height of noise barriers. She said 

the Botany Mills Merchant’s Association 
— sought clear 
signing and the 
Botany Village 
Residents 
Association were 
/ concerned about 
maintenance. 

“Steve 
Manera, our 
landscape 
consultant and I 
met regularly 
with local officials about enhancement 
and beautification,” Hirt said. 

NJDOT also sought to preserve the 
ethnic and industrial history of the area 
by replicating the Botany Mills logo of 
a skein of wool. The German worsted 
wool company opened in 1890 on 60 
acres in Passaic and Clifton. By 1918 
the company employed 6,000 workers 
primarily of German, Ruthenian (part of 
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the Ukraine), Hungarian, Ukranian and 
Austrian descent. The neighborhood’s 
Hungarian Reformed, German Catholic 
and Ukranian Orthodox churches 
served these ethnic groups. 

“NJDOT and the Department of 
Environmental Protection wanted to 
preserve as much as possible of each 
ethnic neighborhood’s historic churches 
and buildings,” Manera said. “One of 
the things we did was to copy the 
Botany Mills brick pattern and recreate 
it on the noise walls, retaining walls and 
on two bridges.” 

All of this worked. After the 
opening of the new highway in 
December 2000, the Federal Highway 
Administration acknowledged the 
project with the National 
Environmental Excellence Award for 
promoting community cohesion, using 
sensitive and creative design concepts, 
protecting the environment and 
encouraging public involvement and 
partnerships. 


